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“Laws are like cobwebs, for if any trifling or powerless thing fall into them they hold it fast; while if it were something weightier it would break right through them and be off.”  Solon - around 500 B.C.





There should be some comfort in knowing that things haven’t changed much in 2500 years.  The weak and powerless still bare the brunt of the force of laws and the powerful still escape most of the restraints.





Petaluma’s crackdown on the people living on boats along the river got me to thinking about this.  Mostly about the couple that was featured in a recent news story.  They don’t seem to have done anything except moor their boat overnights in an area the city says they shouldn’t.  The article had no police comment about illegal dumping of waste or even property owner complaint of any damages.





If the ticketing for illegal mooring is pursued through the courts, they will lose.  They have no resources.  And what will be the outcome?  Their boat will eventually be confiscated for non payment of fines.  Then what?  Why, they will become standard type street people with no place to sleep.  Will that improve the community?





Why are they being persecuted?  I know, technically, they are violating an ordinance about where they can be tied up, but why has our Police Department chosen to crack down on them? Are they just an easy target?  Does the department need a success after it’s inability to deal with Putnam Plaza?





Granted the department’s leadership is in flux at this time.  The old Chief has left and the new Chief hasn’t chosen his focus.  It’s at times like this that the City Manager, with a signal from the Council, should help the department heads with policy advice.





But is our Council interested or ready to participate in policy making related to operations?  The new majority wants to change the way the city operates, but only, it seems, in regards to environmental issues and control.  Everything else can remain status quo.





Running red lights at our major intersections has become prevalent, yet there seems to be no action to reduce or control the practice.  My pet theory for the inaction is that there is no place for a single officer to sit in his vehicle and observe the violation at the most heavily traveled and violated intersections.  





It would take an officer on foot, placed to observe the violation and another in a car to chase down and apprehend the violator.  This seems either too much work for the type of violation or too complicated for the leadership to figure out.  But, after the first fatality, it will get done.





On the other hand, other traffic violations, although less potentially dangerous, are easier to enforce.  So they are the ones that get enforced.  Like the cobweb and the trifling thing.





Small land owners must comply with the rules but large developers get to negotiate with the Planning Commission and Council.





So it goes with small and large businesses and poor and affluent neighborhoods.





We are all appalled by the influence buying we see going on in Washington D.C., but we shouldn’t be either appalled or surprised.  Special treatment starts at the lowest level of government and grows larger as the level of government and ability to favors increase. 





The same discrepancy applies in the private sector between a company’s small suppliers and large suppliers, between a bank’s small customers and large customers, etc.  The inequalities of justice in the legal law also applies in the law of the government and business jungles.  





In my last column about mailing lists I neglected to mention the official way of getting your name off mailing lists. Send your name and address as it appears on unwanted mail to Mail Preference Service, Direct Marketing Assoc.  PO box 9088, Farmingdale, NY 11735-9008.  It takes about 90 days to see any effect.


